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With Kepler, Galileo, Descartes, Fermat, Huygens, etc., we witness the
beginning of classical modernity. But the classical modernity of the
16th-17th centuries was itself preceded by a beginning, in mathematics,

optics, astronomy, and the philosophy of mathematics.



One of the main actors of this history is lbn al-Haytham (Latin Alhazen,
who died after 1040), whose work in Arabic and translated into Latin
was known to all and abundantly quoted. Although a few valuable
studies on lbn al-Haytham’s optics can be read today, there is no book
devoted to the whole of his writings in mathematics, science, and

philosophy.

This is precisely the purpose of this book: to systematically study lbn al-
Haytham’s scientific methods and theories to show that, in more than

one area, they prelude classical modernity.
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